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It is probable that no eloquence was needed to
induce Henry to attempt his escape as soon as occa-
sion offered. In the meantime he feigned to believe
the King's protestations of good-will and to fear the
hostility of Alengon, while he continued his appar-
ently careless and trivial life. In a letter to the
Governor of Beam, which he no doubt expected
would be read by others, he describes the Court
as being strangely distracted, " we are all ready to cut
one another's throats, and wear daggers, chain vests
and often corselets under our cloaks . . . the King
loves me more than ever. M. de Guise and M.
de Mayenne [Guise's younger brother] never leave
my side " ; the partisans of Alengon, he goes on to
say, hate him to the death, but in a Court where all
others are his friends, he does not fear them.

He played the dupe so successfully, Henry III.
was so convinced of his infatuation, that greater liberty
began to be allowed him. Toward the end of Jan-
uary (1576), some officers who bad been disappointed
in their expectation of royal favour offered, if the
King of Navarre would separate himself from the
Court, to put htm in possession of Chartres, le Mans
and Cherbourg. In order that they might have time
for their preparations, and to enable his friends to
collect a force near Paris, Henry postponed his
attempt to escape till February 2Oth.

On February 4th as he came back towards night-
fall from hunting near Senlis, he met Aubign6 and
two or three of his attendants galloping at full
speed from Paris. "Sire/* cried Aubign6, "we are
betrayed ; the King knows all The road to Paris